
Professor Kathryn M. Stanchi
Recipient of the Linda L. Berger Lifetime
Achievement Award for Excellence in Legal
Writing Scholarship  

In late spring, our parent organization, ALWD, announced the
selection of Professor Kathryn M. Stanchi as the second recipient of the
Berger Lifetime Achievement Award for Excellence in Legal Writing
Scholarship. Professor Stanchi wrote a significant amount of scholarship
during her tenure at Temple University’s Beasley School of Law in
Philadelphia. The Berger Award is ALWD’s highest scholarship award,
recognizing the recipient-academic’s long-term dedication to, and
advancement of the legal writing discipline. The award serves to celebrate
those, like Professor Stanchi, who have written influential articles, books,
and essays—work that has significantly impacted others working in the
area. 

For those of us who write and publish in the field, Professor Stanchi is
the perfect recipient for this prestigious award. She is known nationally
and internationally for her work, which sets the standard for connecting
the psychology of persuasion to the practice of law. Her scholarship is
routinely cited in articles and textbooks. Two of her own books were
published by Cambridge University Press. 

Another of her projects, the United States Feminist Judgments
Project, builds on an international movement and allows many other
academic scholars to participate in the re-analysis of judicial decisions
from a non-hegemonic perspective. As one of her nominators wrote,

[As] the leader of the United States Feminist Judgments project, a project
that reimagines and rewrites major judicial opinions from a feminist
perspective, [Kathy’s] efforts have had a world-wide impact as the series
has expanded internationally. . . . She advocated for the project to include
legal writing and clinical professors, and her effort has given over 30



LRW and clinical professors the opportunity to publish with the
Cambridge University Press. 

During the award presentation in late May, both the president and
president-elect of ALWD (Professors Jodi Wilson and Anne Mullins,
respectively) spoke about Professor Stanchi’s reach and influence. They
commended her on her dedication to more than her own scholarly
interests, but also to the academic community—legal writing and beyond.
Her work, they said, “ blurs the lines between doctrine, theory, and skills.”

The editors of Legal Communication & Rhetoric: JALWD are all well-
versed in Professor Stanchi’s work—how could we not be and still call
ourselves editors?—and we stand to give her our keen applause for all that
she has accomplished. Her work stands as the exemplar in the field.  We
offer warm and hearty congratulations to one of our discipline’s pillars.  

A bibliography of Professor Stanchi’s contributions is included,
demonstrating the depth and reach of her work. 

–The Editorial Board of LEGAL COMMUNICATION & RHETORIC:
JALWD, July, 2019
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Kathryn M. Stanchi: A Bibliography

Books and Book Chapters

LEGAL PERSUASION: A RHETORICAL APPROACH TO THE SCIENCE (with
L. Berger) (Routledge 2017).

LEGAL REASONING AND LEGAL WRITING (with R. Neumann and E.
Margolis) (Wolters Kluwer 2017). 

FEMINIST JUDGMENTS: REWRITTEN OPINIONS OF THE UNITED STATES

SUPREME COURT (co-editor with L. Berger and B. Crawford)
(Cambridge U. Press 2016).

Gender Justice: The Role of Stories and Images, in METAPHOR,
NARRATIVE AND THE LAW (with L. Berger) (Cambridge U. Press
2017). 

The Legacy of Griswold and Eisenstadt: An Introduction To Griswold v.
Connecticut and Eistenstadt v. Baird, in BRIEFS THAT CHANGED THE

WORLD (Aspen Law 2012).

Executive Series Editor, Feminist Judgments Series (Cambridge U. Press)

• FEMINIST JUDGMENTS: REWRITTEN TAx OPINIONS (2018); 
• FEMINIST JUDGMENTS: REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE REWRITTEN

(Forthcoming 2019);
• FEMINIST JUDGMENTS: FAMILY LAW OPINIONS REWRITTEN

(Forthcoming 2020); 
• FEMINIST JUDGMENTS: TORTS OPINIONS REWRITTEN

(Forthcoming 2020); 
• FEMINIST JUDGMENTS: EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION OPINIONS

REWRITTEN (Forthcoming 2020)

Selected Articles

Teaching with Feminist Judgments: A Global Conversation, ___ LAW &
INEQ. ___ (forthcoming Spring 2020) (multiple authors).

The Necessity of Multi-Stranded Feminist Legal Theories in Judicial
Opinions, 44 AUSTL. FEM. L.J. 245 (2018) (with L. Berger and B.
Crawford) (peer reviewed).
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Feminist Judgments: Comparative Socio-Legal Perspectives on Judicial
Decision Making and Gender Justice, 8 Oñati Socio-Legal Series 1215
(2019) (with L. Berger and B. Crawford) (also co-editor of
symposium volume).

Feminist Judging Matters: How Feminist Theory and Methods Affect the
Process of Judgment, 47 BALT. L. REV. 167 (2018) (with L. Berger and
B. Crawford).

Using Feminist Theory to Advance Equal Justice under Law, 17 NEV. L. J.
539 (2017) (with L. Berger and B. Crawford).

The Problem with ABA Standard 405(c), 66 J. LEGAL EDUC. 558 (Spring
2017).

This is Your Sword: How Damaging Are Prior Convictions to Plaintiffs in
Civil Trials?, 89 WASH. U. L. REV. 901 (2014) (with D. Bowen).

What Cognitive Dissonance Tells Us About Tone in Persuasion, 22 J. L. &
POL’Y 93 (2013).

The Power of Priming in Legal Advocacy: Using the Science of First
Impressions to Persuade the Reader, 89 OR. L. REV. 305 (Fall 2010).

Step Away from the Case Book: A Call for Balance and Integration in Law
School Pedagogy, 43 HARV. C.R.–C.L. L. REV. 611 (2008) (invited).

Playing With Fire: The Science of Confronting Adverse Material in Legal
Advocacy, 60 RUTGERS L. REV. 383 (2008).

The Science of Persuasion: An Initial Exploration, 2006 MICH. ST. L. REV.
412 (2006).

Moving Beyond Instinct: Persuasion in the Era of Professional Legal
Writing, 9 LEWIS & CLARK L. REV. 935 (2005) (review of MICHAEL

SMITH, ADVANCED LEGAL WRITING).

Dealing with Hate in the Feminist Classroom, 11 MICH. J. GENDER & L.
173 (2005).

Who Next, the Janitors? A Socio-Feminist Critique of the Status Hierarchy
of Law Professors, 73 UMKC L. REV. 469 (2005) (invited).

Feminist Legal Writing, 39 SAN DIEGO L. REV. 387 (2002).

Gender and Legal Writing: Law Schools’ Dirty Little Secrets, 16 BERKELEY

WOMEN’S L.J. 3 (2001) (with Jan M. Levine).
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Resistance is Futile: How Legal Writing Pedagogy Contributes to the Law’s
Marginalization of Outsider Voices, 103 DICK. L. REV. 1 (Fall 1998).
Cited in EMMA COLEMAN JORDAN & ANGELA HARRIS, 
• ECONOMIC JUSTICE: RACE, GENDER, IDENTITY AND ECONOMICS

(Foundation Press 2005) and 
• ELIZABETH MERTZ, THE LANGUAGE OF LAW SCHOOL: LEARNING

TO THINK LIKE A LAWYER (Oxford Univ. Press 2007). 

The Paradox of the Fresh Complaint Rule, 37 B.C. L. REV. 146 (1996). 
• Cited in Commonwealth v. King, 834 N.E. 2d 1175 (Mass. 2005),

State v. P.H., 840 A.2d 808 (N.J. 2004) and 
• WAYNE R. LAFAVE, SUBSTANTIVE CRIMINAL LAW §17.5 (2d ed.).
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