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INTRODUCTION TO US LEGAL WRITING

Self-Guided with
Feedback

Enrolled students proceed through the course at their own
pace but are introduced to their instructors to create a
sense of community and support. Students know who will
provide feedback on their essays.

Discussion Forum

Students can share ideas and ask questions in a discussion
forum or directly email the instructors

- Writing Assessment

+ This writing assessment will help us understand what kind of writing support you need.
= After you submit your essay you will receive detailed feedback.

Instructions A student’s first assignment is to submit a writing
BN e i assessment so the instructors have a better idea of the

+ Open a Microsoft Word document S0 you can prepare to write your essay
+ Read Rule and Fact Pattern below.

= Answer the question presented below. Write as much as you can and stop after 30 minutes. Stu d e nt’ S Starting leve l S O We Can g aug e Whethe r the

= Upload your answer and we will respond with detailed feadback.

Cell Phone Usage Rule: COUFSQ iS effe CtiVe.

The Hordelson State Law for Mobile Phone Usage and Messaging provides that it is a moving violation
and unlawful to use a wireless communication device to talk or listen to another person on the telephone
or 1o view, send, or compose an electronic message or engage other application software while
operating a motor vehicle.

Fact Pattern:
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INTRODUCTION TO US LEGAL WRITING

2.1: Introduction to Legal Analysis and IRAC

[ Introduction to IRAC

Students receive an introduction to IRAC and examples of
how to create a horizontal IRAC chart.

A Legal analysis in the United States typically follows a pattem. The patienm looks like this:
1] Firs, the writer stat legal question that needs 1o be answered.

2) Second, the writer states the law that tells us what must be proven of disproven to answer that
togal quostion,

3) Next, the writer idenifies specific facts and applies the Law to these facts to demonstrate
whathar something has been proven or dispraven.

4) Finally, the writer states the answer to 1he legal quostion basoed on whather somathing has
been proven or disproven.

le, a foot on the brake seems like a situation that is relatively less safe since a

([ ]
racted by a cell phone could suddenly decide to lift their foot from the Qu I Z Z e S

seems safe to conclude that Parton did indeed violate the Cell Phane
g a text to her friend while she was in her car, even if she did come to a

2. Answer the Questions Modules include quizzes so students can assess whether
s — they understand each part of IRAC and can recognize the
O s type of writing they are expected to prodcuce.

QO Conclusion
O lssue

O Rule

Multiple Opportunities

ut 50 feet to the next intersection and heard a siren. There was a police officer right
liny er to pull over to the curb. Dolly pulled over immediately. Officer Waggoner
i use her ¢ s new law.
Delly admits she used her phone but does not believe she viclated the new law.

+ Please advise whether Dolly violated the City Ordinance with her conduct by texting “cu
s00n".

=T —— Students have multiple opportunities to submit and
resubmit their written work to receive specific feedback

*Source: Legal Analysis: 100 Exercises for Mastery, Practice for Every Law Student (Second Edition), p. 4,

epsabis et i on their ability to organize an essay according to IRAC.

Shortly after you submit your essay you will receive detailed feedback. Meanwhile,
proceed to module 3.
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Upload Assignment (vasimum upicad file size: 266M)

courses.uslawessentials.com



